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STATEMENT IN REACTION TO JURY VERDICT
IN FLORIDA SUIT AGAINST BIG TOBACCO

New York, NY, April 7 ... Following is a statement issued by Pamela Miller,
spokesperson for the Coalition for Tobacco Responsibility --representing
20 Blue Cross and Blue Shield Plans in 35 states that are suing the
tobacco industry in a multibillion suit going to trial in Brooklyn federal court
on June 26 - in reaction to the verdict today by a Florida jury in the suit
against Big Tobacco, which will now proceed to a punitive damages phase:
"This verdict sends a powerful message that, after decades of lies and
deceit, the tobacco industry must be held accountable for the damage it
has inflicted on the American public. It is the kind of verdict that we
expected if a jury is given the whole story about Big Tobacco's history.
"When one consider this verdict, along with a $20 million award by a
California jury against the industry just two weeks ago, it's clear that
Americans have stopped buying into the tobacco industry's propaganda
machine and are finally getting the true story about how smoking wrecks
lives."
"In our case, we expect to prove not only does smoking wreck lives, but it
has contributed to skyrocketing medical costs incurred by those with
tobacco-related illnesses. We intend to prove that these tobacco-related
illnesses have cost the Blues billions of dollars because tobacco
companies hid critical health information about their products from the
public. Monies spent on tobacco-related illnesses since the early 1950's
might otherwise have gone to preventive health care and to research to
find cures for lung cancer and other deadly diseases."
"The Blue Cross and Blue Shield suit, which is the only federal
tobacco case currently set for trial under RICO and antitrust claims,
involves many of the same false and misleading statements and much of
the suppressed research that the juries in the Engle and the Whitely (CA)
cases found so despicable."

